THE MARIA ROGERS

FEATURED INTERVIEW

Program News

n the past couple of months

we have begun posting ORAL
HISTORY PODCASTS online. You
can learn about new podcasts
by registering for email updates
from our blog or becoming a
fan of our Facebook page (see
box at lower right). Or just
check the new Carnegie Podcast
Page (www.boulderlibrary.
org/carnegie/podcasts.html) to
listen to past podcasts and check
for new ones. You can listen online or download them
to your computer or mp3 player.

New Interviews

his issue describes eighteen new interviews that
have been added to our collection, available online
and at the Carnegie Branch Library for Local History.

OH 1589V A-B. Gwen Dooley looks back on decades
of community and governmental service to Boulder,
beginning in the 1970s and continuing to this day:
as a neighborhood activist, city council member,
member of both the Open Space and Parks and Rec
boards, and PLAN-Boulder County member and
chairperson. She discusses some of the important
and colorful issues that Boulder has dealt with during
that time, ranging from the serious®development
and environmental issuesOto the offbeatdhow the
city dealt with nude bathing at Coot Lake. She also
talks about good government practices, political
campaigning, and offers recollections of Boulder
during the late 1950s and 1960s. By Tim Plass.
Filmed by Leland Rucker. Transcribed by Taryn
Davis.

Oral History Program

NEWSLETTER

hi

The Oral History Program

and its volunteers have
embarked upon a multi-semester
partnership with the University

of Coloradois Jewish Studies
program and members of the former
community group Boulder Action for
Soviet Jewry (BASJ) to document
the history of the group and the
experiences of the Soviet refusniks
that it helped to resettle in Boulder
beginning in 1987.

<

Listen online to BILL COHEN, one of the
founders of BASJ and the founder of The
Center for Human Rights Advocacy, talk about
the important work done by these two groups
in OH 1648V A-C. (See p. 3 of this newsletter
for more about this interview.)

Visit Us: In Person or Online

& Listen to and/or view any of our 1,650 interviews
at the Carnegie Branch Library for Local History of the
Boulder Public Library, 1125 Pine St., Boulder, CO
80302.

& Visit us online three ways! Go to www.
boulderlibrary.org/oralhistory to listen to our interviews
online and read their summaries and transcripts. Get
the latest about newly archived interviews and other

oral history resources at our blog, boulderoralhistory.
wordpress.com (you can sign up for an email
subscription to new posts), or on Facebook, tinyurl.com/
MOROHP-FB (if you are a Facebook member, become a
fan of our page to automatically see our new posts).

&  Or search Boulder Public Library’s online catalog
to find oral histories by topic: http://www.boulderlibrary.
org (Click on “Find Books and More,” then choose
“Boulder Carnegie: Local History” for the scope of your
search.)




OH 1597V. George Lewis lived in Ward as a child
and later lived nearby on the Morgan Ranch. In
this interview, he details his family history and tells
about attending elementary school in the one-room
Ward schoolhouse; describes Ward stores, churches
and residents; tells about dairy farming and sheep
drives in the area; and discusses various other
nearby locales, such as Gold Lake, Stapps Lake,
Brainard Lake and the Peak-to-Peak Highway. By
Pat Cypher. Filmed by Ann Gillis. Transcribed by
Diane Rabson.

OH 1602V. Dianne Hackett, one of the founders of the
Boulder Potters Guild, describes the Guildgs origins,
its various locations, and the operations and growth
of the organization over the years leading up to its
fortieth anniversary in 2009. She discusses the art
and business of pottery, and takes the viewer on a
tour of her studio, exhibiting and talking about many
of her own pieces, including bowls, masks, and her
signature pottery frogs. By Pat Cypher. Filmed by
Ann Gillis. Transcribed by Vanessa Black.

OH 1603V. Boulder Potters Guild founder Janet
Nuzum describes the history of the Potters Guild,
the development of and changes in the organization
over the years, and especially, the finances of the
organization, of which she was treasurer for many
years. She also discusses the art of working with
clay, her own pottery work, and takes the viewer on
atour of her extensive art collection. By Pat Cypher.
Filmed by Ann Gillis. Transcribed by Tara Kelly.

OH 1604V. Richard Regnier, a part-time resident of
Gold Hill and historian of the area, relates the history
of the Dussart, Regnier, and Romig families, as well
as stories about Gold Hill, the buildings in town,
the roads in the area, and other people who have
lived there. By Pat Cypher. Filmed by Ann Gillis.
Transcribed by Taryn Davis.

OH 1605V. Ed Wolff talks about his participation in the
life of the Boulder music community including his
personal experiences in arranging and composing
for local, national and international singing groups.

2

He served on the boards of the Colorado Music
Festival, the Boulder Philharmonic and the advisory
board of the University of Colorado College of
Music and talks about the development and progress
of these organizations with respect to musicians,
conductors and audiences from the 1970s and 680s
to the present. He was also a founding member of
the New Wizard Oil Combination, a singing group in
Boulder, and discusses other a cappella groups such
as the Ars Nova singers. In addition, he comments
on the genesis and growth of the MahlerFest and
the Bach Festival and Boulderts development of
a broad community base of varied and successful
music groups. Interview conducted and transcribed
by Shirley Steele. Filmed by Liz McCutcheon.

OH 1607. Buddhist monk Gyosen Sawada Shonin
belongs to an order that works for world peace
and nuclear disarmament. He came to the United
States from Japan in 1978 and decided to settle in
the Boulder area to make the core of his spiritual
practice peaceful protest of the Rocky Flats plant
and the awakening of the consciousness of the
local population with regard to peace and nuclear
weapons. In this interview, he talks about the history
of his religious order, his practice with regard to
Rocky Flats, and his plans for the future. By LeRoy
Moore.

OH 1609V. Bob Kayne, John Heard, and Jim Luckow
are all past Exalted Rulers of the Boulder Elks Club.
In this interview, they explain the history of the
Elks fraternal order nationally and locally; detail
the mission, organization, charitable and social
activities of the club; talk about its importance to
the community; and discuss current challenges and
plans for the future. By Pat Cypher. Filmed by Ann
Gillis.

OH 1610V. Long-time social activist Jim Zarichny
describes the family and personal history that led
to his radicalized political beliefs. After his move
to Boulder in 1967, those beliefs led to his work
with the Boulder New American Movement and
Left Hand Bookstore. In this interview he speaks of




those organizations, events sponsored by the New
American Movement, support for striking Coors
workers, and other political work in which he was
involved. By Anne Marie Pois. Filmed by Elaine
Chang.

OH 1611V. This recording is of a public program
that was organized by Alan Delamere, in which a
variety of speakers told stories about the history of
the Brainard Cabin and related the ways in which
they and others played a part in that history. Speakers
included Alan Delamere, Jan Robertson, Al Bartlett,
Peter Korba, Stan Huntting, Steve Priem, and Otto
Verdoner. Their talks were accompanied by a slide
show of many photos of the cabin and of the people
who took part in using, running, and improving
the cabin over the years. Transcribed by Penny
Heiple.

OH 1612V. Geologist Pete Palmer talks about a career
that has included 16 years of work for the U.S.
Geological Survey, 14 years of teaching at SUNY-
Stonybrook, 12 years of work on a 30-volume series
of books about the geology of North America, and 15
years of geological research from a home laboratory.
He now engages in a wide range of intellectual and
community activities, notably talks he gives about
environmental sustainability and geology field
trips that he has led for twenty years to show local
features that demonstrate the age of the earth. The
interview ends with a discussion and display of
trilobites, which have been a focus of his research.
By Marvin Woolf.

OH 1613V. Patricia Palmer describes her former
job as director of the Lafayette Senior Center, her
involvement with the Pinebrook Hills Volunteer
Fire Department, and her activities as a racewalking
competitor. She also tells stories about her parents,
childhood activities, and her love of horses as a
child. By Marvin Woolf.

OH 1614V. William Johnson fell in love with Colorado
during his first visit to the state at the age of ten and
vowed to return someday. He did return, moving

to Boulder after medical school to work as an
orthopedic surgeon at the Boulder Medical Center.
In this interview, he discusses his career at the
Boulder Medical Center, his medical mission work
in Africa, and his work as a team doctor for the CU
athletic program. He also talks about his family, his
membership in the Rotary Club, and his hobbies,
which range from geology and mining to sausage-
making. By Marvin Woolf.

OH 1639V. Diane Talcott (then Eggleston) was
a student at Whittier Elementary School from
kindergarten in 1947 through the sixth grade. In this
interview, conducted by fourth-grade members of
the Whittier Student Historianso Club, she reminisces
about those years, including favorite teachers and
subjects, her best friend at the time, what she did
at recess, singing with the Triple Trio, and other
memories about going to Whittier. By Kyra Leland
and Fernando Hermoso-Munoz.

OH 1648V A-C. A wide-ranging interview with Bill
Cohen covering the founding in 1987 and history of
Boulder Action for Soviet Jewry (BASJ) and, later,
The Center for Human Rights Advocacy (CHRA).
He talks about increasing anti-Semitism in the Soviet
Union and how human rights issues for refuseniks
contributed to the creation of BASJ, the goal of
which was to provide advocacy and resettlement
for Soviet Jews. He describes families who were
helped to come to Boulder or Israel, the many
Boulder volunteers who assisted in this challenging
process, and the steps that helped integrate the New
Americans.

The Center for Human Rights Advocacy was
founded to meet the legal and political complexities
of the U.S. refugee program for Soviet citizens. Bill
talks about how some of the legal problems were
solved by working with Soviet counterparts and
involving the U.S. Congress, INS [Immigration
and Naturalization Service], and other government
agencies. He relates the details of refugee cases
in which he was involved and also describes a
landmark case that he handled that changed INS
policy to allow family members to be given refugee




status in a more equitable way. By Michael Rourke.
Filmed by Elaine Chang. Transcribed by Shirley
Steele.

OH 1649V. Sara-Jane Cohen was involved with
Boulder Action for Soviet Jewry (BASJ) from its
beginning and through the process of resettling
refuseniks from the Soviet Union in Boulder. She
talks about her own experiences as an activist,
starting in college with the civil rights movement,
and then working in war protest and other social
justice causes. She recalls the various stages in the
evolution of BASJ from advocacy to resettlement
of refugees.

Sara-Jane became an ESL tutor for adult
refuseniks after they had moved to Boulder. In this
interview, she tells about ESL tutoring and also
about the practical aspects of helping families from
the former Soviet Union develop the skills to meet
the challenges of acculturation to a completely new
lifestyle. She describes reciprocal learning, lasting
friendships formed, and some of the achievements of
these new Americans. By Brandon Springer. Filmed
by Elaine Chang. Transcribed by Shirley Steele.

OH 1655V. In this interview, Carol Watkins discusses
her job as the Boulder Action for Soviet Jewry
(BASJ) Absorption Coordinator, organizing and
overseeing the resettlement of Jewish families who
immigrated from the Soviet Union to Boulder during
the 1990s. She comments on her involvement with
volunteers and the new Americans, the issues that
faced resettled families, the types of opportunities
that BASJ workers and volunteers provided for new
Americans, and the bonds that were forged between
host families and the new Americans. By Emily
MacPherson. Filmed by Felicia Furman. Transcribed
by Caitlin McKenna.

OH 1657V. Chautauqua has been a Boulder institution
since 1898, when the auditorium and dining hall
(still in use) were built, a tent city sprang up, and
the first educational summer programs were held
for Texas teachers and local residents. One of only
three major Chautauquas still operating in the

United States, the Boulder Chautauqua has survived
and thrived as a year-round association with many
educational and entertainment offerings, as well as
being the location of nearly one hundred historic
cottages in a spectacular setting.

Susan Connelly has been the Executive
Director of the Colorado Chautauqua Association
since 2003. In this interview, she outlines the
history of the Chautauqua movement in general,
and Boulderts Chautauqua specifically; she explains
Chautauquats designation as a National Historic
Landmark District; and discusses Chautauqua
programming and other services offered, the historic
Chautauqua cottages, efforts to make Chautauqua
environmentally sustainable, and plans for the future.
By Steven Smith. Filmed by Liz McCutcheon.
Summary by Susan Becker.

Next volunteer meetings:
July 10, Sept. 11, and Oct. 2
(no August meeting)
at 8:00 a.m.

CONTACT INFORMATION
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